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. High school dropout causes poverty. Earlier this year the
Subcommittee heard testimony about what it takes to avoid
poverty and live a middle class life. The requirements are (1)
complete high school, (2) work full time, and (3) have children
only after getting married. Adults who fail all three are almost
certain to live in poverty, often for years.

. High school dropout is associated with a lack of health coverage.
Gaps in health coverage follow the same patterns as poverty. The
lack of health insurance coverage is heavily concentrated among
high school dropouts — 44 percent of adult dropouts lack coverage,
versus 9 percent of college graduates.

. High school dropout rates need to be addressed. Today’s hearing
offers a chance to review the association between high school
dropout and lack of health coverage, as well as unemployment, low
income, and poverty that are actually under this subcommittee’s
jurisdiction,

. Providing more benefits to high school dropouts is not the answer.
Current programs like disability and welfare actually discourage
high school completion and thus may contribute to less work and
health coverage in the future, as well as higher costs to taxpayers.

. Congress should focus on helping more students finish high school,
which will improve their skills and chances of working and getting
health coverage through their employer or being able to afford to
buy insurance themselves.



