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Dear Congressman Last:
Each Member of the Committee on Ways and Means shares a few common bonds.

First, we all worked to get appointed to the Committee on Ways and Means because it plays a
central role in so many critical policy debates. Its broad jurisdiction, including taxes, trade, health
care, welfare, and Social Security, is testimony to the accumulated expertise of its Members in crafting
solutions to some of the most important — and most difficult — policy challenges facing the nation.

Second, and perhaps more importantly, we each represent hundreds of thousands of families
and businesses. While we may disagree on policy, all of us strive, every day, to make America a better
place for parents to raise their children and for businesses to thrive and create good jobs for the future.

It is thus disappointing to believe that the Ways and Means Committee will opt against holding
a mark-up of what is undoubtedly the most far-reaching and economy-changing proposal of this young
century. It would be regrettable to see our great Committee reduced to an irrelevancy on this issue,
and it would be a great disappointment for us to miss this opportunity to improve this measure on
behalf of the families and businesses we have been elected to represent.

In light of reports last week that Speaker Pelosi has given the other Committees of jurisdiction
on H.R. 2454 — all eight of them — until June 19" to complete their consideration of the bill and further
public statements indicating that the Committee on Ways and Means was not going to conduct a mark-
up by that deadline, last week we sent a letter to the Chairman asking, pursuant to Clause 2(c)(2) of
Rule X1, that he schedule a mark-up on the bill.

That Rule permits a majority of the Committee to schedule such a special meeting if the
Chairman fails to do so within three calendar days. Accordingly, we ask that you join us in signing the
following letter to ensure the voices of our constituents are heard on this important measure.



This is, we recognize, a form of a discharge petition for a Committee. As each Democratic
Member of the Committee who served in Congress before 2007 signed at least one discharge petition,
we hope that you will continue to show the same commitment to ensuring that important legislation is
given full consideration. Thus, we ask you to join us in signing the following letter, which will result
in the scheduling of a mark-up on this important measure on Wednesday, June 17, 2009.

Our constituents, our nation, and the history and traditions of the great Committee on which we
serve demand nothing less than our thoughtful input on this legislation.

Sincerely,




